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The year 2005 is an important one for Queensland women for three reasons. It is
the centenary of women getting the vote (25 January 1905). It is the 90th anniversary
of women getting the right to stand for Parliament (23 November 1915). Finally,
it is the 76th anniversary of the first woman being elected to the Queensland
Parliament (11 May 1929).
Irene Maud Longman
Irene Maud Longman was the first woman to both stand for and be elected to the
Queensland Parliament. The daughter of a Congregational Church minister, the
Rev. James Molineux Bayley and his wife, Mary Alice Frencham, she was born at
Franklin, Tasmania in 1877. Educated at Sydney Girls' High School and Redlands
(SCEGS) North Sydney, she gained a Kindergarten Diploma, and subsequently
taught at Normanhurst in Sydney and later at Rockhampton Girls' Grammar School.
Mrs Longman married Hebert Albert Longman, Director of the Queensland Museum
(1917—45), at Toowoomba in 1904. Her religion was Congregational. She died in
Brisbane on 29 July 1964.
Mrs Longman was an activist in many women's organisations. She was President
of the Queensland National Council of Women (1921-25), and upon retiring was
appointed Honorary President in appreciation of her accomplishments while
President. She was also Honorary President of the Queensland Association for the
Welfare of the Mentally Deficient, Vice President of the Lyceum Club and a long-
time member of the Queensland Women's Electoral League (QWEL).
Irene Longman was elected to the Queensland Parliament in the anti-Labor
swing of 1929, and served one term, from 11 May 1929 until 11 June 1932.
Although she served only one term in Parliament, Mrs Longman was a groundbreaker
on several fronts. Not only was she the first woman member of the Queensland
Parliament, but also she was able to achieve significant outcomes. This was partly
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because she was a member of the governing patty, and partly because she raised
issues in the Parliament which, although significant in themselves, were not issues
that would generally occurred to men — let alone male MPs — in those days.
Of the 39 occasions (including questions) on which Irene Longman rose to
speak in Parliament, she referred to matters specifically related to women or children
31 times. She consistently advocated the need for female police officers, education
for girls that would prepare them for becoming wives and mothers, facilities for
disabled children, and for female officials in children's courts. Although some of
these ideas were fairly radical at that time, the government eventually adopted them
all.
Non-Labor politics ran in her family's blood. Her brothers, Percy Molineux
Bayley (Pittsworth 1915-20), and James Garfield Bayley (Wynnum 1933-35),
were members of the Queensland Parliament. The latter had also previously been
a member of the federal Parliament (Oxley 1917-31).
Irene Longman's own election to Parliament was not easy, and she was the only
member of the Queensland Women's Electoral League ever to do achieve this feat.
QWEL had fought to gain the vote for women (1905) and for the right for women
to sit in Parliament (1915), and it supported private enterprise, equal pay, equal
divorce laws, laws regarding children of the state, and a uniform roll for state and
federal elections. It espoused the ideology of the non-Labor parties and received
funding from them, but it was excluded from the preselection process, even though
its Executive Committee Report of 7 February 1910 makes it clear that it wanted
to be on the final selection committee for Senate candidates. It therefore stood its
own non-Labor candidates.
The seat of Bulimba was Queensland's third largest in 1929, and justifiably
regarded as an impregnable Labor stronghold. After the Country-National male
candidate withdrew his nomination, Irene Longman was endorsed as its candidate.
Although her own party was actually called the Progressive National Party, which
had a similar ideology to today's Liberal Party, there was little discernible difference
from the then Country-National Party.
When the sitting Labor member, Albert Wright (described by Clerk of the
Parliament Charles Bernays as ambitious, vain and patronising), was asked how the
election was going, he remarked with a self-satisfied grin: 'Well, you know, I am
only being opposed by a woman.'1 This was a remark he would come to regret!
A.H. Wright's absolute majority of 1027 at the previous election was turned into
an absolute majority of 401 for Irene Longman. Bernays wrote:
And so it came about that one little feeble woman, full to the brim of
energy, overflowing with sympathy for her sex; simple, non-aggressive,
ladylike to her fingertips, just metaphorically took A.H. Wright by the
scruff of the neck and scrubbed the whole surface of the large Bulimba
electorate with him, wiping out a previous majority of thousands, and
converting it into a minority of 401.2
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Irene Maud Longman
Firsts
First woman both to stand for and be elected to the
Queensland Parliament
Period as MP
1929-32
Age when elected
52
Electorate
Bulimba
Party
Progressive Nationalist Party (non-Labor)
Government or Opposition?
Government
Occupation before election
Teacher
Life
Bom Tasmania 1877.
Died Brisbane 1964.
Local government service
Nil
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Mrs H.A. Longman (Bulimba), first woman to be elected to the
Queensland Parliament
The Week, 17 May 1929, p. 21
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During her election campaign, Irene Longman knocked on thousands of doors
and addressed many public meetings in halls and in the open air. She did not use
loudspeakers in the campaign as her voice carried well, and she could deal with
hecklers. She recalled: 'I never quite got over the butterfly feeling in my stomach
just before making a big campaign speech, but once I got started, I was all right.'3
Ironically, as she entered Party headquarters on election night, after it was clear
that she had won, she was seized by two men and carried shoulder high through
the crowd and placed on a table. One supporter yelled out: 'She's the best man of
us all!'4 Further, Irene Longman herself commented:
One businessman who said before he heard my first speech that he
would never vote for a woman, said afterwards: 'Mrs Longman, if 1
had a thousand votes, they would all be yours.'5
After her defeat in the 1932 election, Irene Longman returned to community
work. In 1953 she reflected on her life in Parliament:
Intending women legislators should take as great an interest in all
human affairs as in those mainly concerning women if they want to
win ... Women need not be afraid that they will be overpowered by
the intellect of the men in the House ... I found, and I think the
position remains, that there were only a few men on either side of the
House who were as mentally alert as the women with whom I worked
... It [her time in the house] was very, very strenuous but I enjoyed
it, and I wouldn't have missed it for worlds.6
Although there seems to have been no resentment against Irene Longman among
sitting Members, some MPs expressed their views on women in Parliament in an
oblique way as follows:
The honourable member for Bulimba took up the motherly side of the
question ...7
The action of the government in sending out the Hon. Member for
Bulimba to see how the electors viewed their legislation was most
cowardly. They sheltered themselves behind that lady's skirts.8
They address the old women of both sexes who are members of the
Queensland Women's Electoral League who attend their meetings.9
She did encounter other problems, however. She was reputedly never allowed
to use that last bastion of male exclusivity, the Parliamentary Dining Room, and
had to eat her meals on the verandah. Nor were there any female toilets in the
building and, though history does not record what was done about this, the situation
was not addressed until the next female member arrived 34 years later!
Irene Longman's contributions and achievements during her brief period in
Parliament may best be reflected in the speeches given during the Motion of
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Condolence moved in Parliament at the time of her death in 1964. Both the Premier,
Frank Nicklin, and the Opposition Leader, John Duggan, were very complimentary
about her achievements, as was former Labor minister Frank Bulcock.
Just before her election, Irene Longman appeared before the Royal Commission
on Family Allowances and Child Endowment appointed by the federal government
in 1927. Believing in equal pay for equal work and the economic independence of
women, she probably shocked the commissioners with her feminist perspective. For
example, in answer to the question:
Should the state pay the wife for services rendered to the state? She
replied: Yes, we say that her services to the state are as great as those
of the man; and therefore, that those services should be paid for as an
independent economic unit.10
These were revolutionary views indeed.
Vi Jordan
Vi Jordan was born on 29 June 1913 at Ipswich, the daughter of James Bertie
Perrett, an Ipswich Railway Workshops fitter, and Anne Jane Brown. She was
brought up in a strong union environment, her father being secretary of the Iron
Workers' Union when she was a child. Educated at Brassall State School and
Ipswich Girls' Grammar, Vi Jordan — like her parliamentary predecessor, Irene
Longman, 34 years earlier — became a school teacher. She was also a musician,
and became an Associate of the London College of Music and an Associate of
Trinity College, London while still quite young. She married David Jordan, a
railway signalman, in 1932 and had a son and a daughter. Her religion was Church
of England.
In 1975, Vi Jordan was appointed a member of the Council of Queensland
Women, which was set up to advise the state government on issues relating to
recommendations of the Queensland Commission of Inquiry into the Status of
Women. Vi Jordan died in Ipswich on 7 May 1982.
Vi Jordan was the second woman elected to the Queensland Parliament, and
served three terms, from 28 May 1966 until 7 December 1974. She joined the
Australian Labor Party in 1946, where she was an important pioneer for women in
politics. In 1956 she was selected as a delegate for the Labor-in-Politics Convention,
where she was elected as the inaugural President of the Women's Central Committee
(1956-67). She was secretary of the Ipswich Labor Party Executive (1958-65) and
was the President of the Australian Labor Party Women's Executive (1974-76).
As Ipswich West was considered to be a winnable seat, it was even more
difficult for Vi Jordan to gain preselection than it had been for Irene Longman. In
October 1962, she entered the plebiscite for the seat, but was unsuccessful.
Undaunted, she stood again in 1964, and on this occasion was opposed by six male
nominees. At the time of her death, Tom Burns MLA commented on this plebiscite:
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Ellen Violet (Vi) Jordan
Firsts
First ALP woman to be elected to the Queensland Parliament.
First woman ever to chair a Parliament in Australia.
Period as MP
1966-74
Age when elected
53
Electorate
Ipswich West
Party
Labor
Government or Opposition?
Opposition
Occupation before election
Teacher
Life
Born Ipswich 1913
Died Ipswich 1982
Local government service
Ipswich City Councillor 1961-67
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I saw Vi Jordan take on a male-dominated organisation in the toughest
plebiscite 1 have ever seen in Ipswich. I ran it for the Labor Party.
After the result had been thrown out, I was sent there to re-run it. She
suffered abuse from people who came out of hotels, but she stood her
ground ... She took on people such as Jack Egerton and won. Finally
she won the right to become a Member of Parliament. She did not do
that with any assistance or rewriting of rules. She had the character
and courage to stand up and fight for her beliefs. She won on her own.11
During the election campaign itself, one of her opponents, the Ipswich mayor
of 17 years, Mr J. Finimore, stood against her as an independent and sought to
capitalise on the fact that she was a woman by emphasising in his slogans such
things as: 'He's just your MAN ... who will answer you man to man.'12
Vi Jordan won this election on preferences after receiving 41.9 per cent of
primary votes. The Liberal candidate, Mr A. Whybird, tried the same ploy in the
1969 election: 'Do we have to suffer another term of ineffectual prattle OR do you
want a strong man in parliament .. .?13 This emphasis on being a man didn't do him
much good either, and Vi Jordan won with a hugely increased majority. At the
1972 election, her majority increased again.
The Queensland Parliament at the time when she finally became an MP could
hardly be described as comfortable. The Parliamentary Annex hadn't even been
thought of at that stage, and the accommodation was very crowded, particularly for
opposition MPs, as emphasised by Ed Casey MLA at the time of Vi Jordan's death:
Those Labor members who were in caucus with Vi will recall the big
crowded room that we had over in Parliament House. The room was
occupied by 16 of us. Vi came into it as a women entering what had
been a male stronghold from the day on which the Queensland
Parliament was established. She brought great dignity to that room.
Daily she would have fresh flowers on her table, and from time to time
she would pull into line a few of our fellows who uttered comments
and expletives that they were not permitted to use in the Chamber.
Despite her dedication to the women's movement, she never believed
that there were special women's issues. She believed that there were
people's issues, and she fought for those issues in this Parliament.14
Other members on both sides of the House gave an insight into some of her
achievements inside and outside Parliament in the Motion of Condolence following
her death. They included the Premier, Joh Bjelke-Petersen, the Deputy Premier,
Llew Edwards, Bill Hewitt and Tom Burns.
As the second woman elected to the Queensland Parliament, after a gap of 34
years, Vi Jordan differed in several significant ways from her predecessor Irene
Longman. Apart from their different political affiliations and historical circumstances,
Jordan was always in opposition while Irene Longman had always been in the
governing party. They were similar in their concern for the rights of women and
children, however, and Vi Jordan, like Irene Longman, spoke on these matters on
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the majority of occasions when she rose to speak in the Parliament. Local government
issues, especially those affecting Ipswich, were her other major parliamentary topics.
She was very committed to social and sporting issues, and was President of the
Service Women's Hostel at Ipswich (1949-54), and of the Brassall branch of the
Country Women's Association, Vice President of the North Ipswich Bowls Club,
patroness of the Ipswich Vice Regal and Model Band and the Ipswich Vigoro
Association, and a member of the Ipswich Business and Professional Women's
Club. Vi Jordan was the first female alderman to be elected to the Ipswich City
Council (1961-67), and the first woman to be sent as a delegate to the Queensland
Local Government Conference and to the Towns and Cities Conference. For her
work in local government and for the community, she was awarded the Order of
Australia in 1976 and the Queen's Jubilee Medal the following year.
Vi Jordan was a strong advocate for women, and not long after her election in
1966 she presented a lengthy grievance in parliament entitled Equal Pay for Women
in which she outlined the progress made overseas and elsewhere in Australia and
pointed out how far Queensland was lagging behind in this regard. It was not so
much this grievance, however, as another incident — not of her making — that
thrust her into the headlines around the country.
Being a very good lawn bowler, Vi Jordan was selected for the Queensland
Parliamentary Bowls Team when it went to Melbourne to compete in the 1972
inter-parliamentary bowls carnival. However, when the team arrived at the venue
— which on this occasion was the greens at the Melbourne Cricket Ground — it
was discovered that the MCG did not permit women to play on its greens. The
press had a field day, but Jordan in her typical unruffled fashion merely described
the incident as 'Victoriana'!
In Parliament, Vi Jordan was appointed a member of the panel of Temporary
Chairman of Committees during the 1973-74 session, and made history when she
assumed the Speaker's chair on 22 November 1973, the first woman in any Australian
parliament to do so.
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